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Double Launch Event: 
Integration of Flexibility into the EU ETS 
* This is a draft agenda. Speakers are still being confirmed *

Date: 		December 16, 2026
Time: 		9:30-12:00 CET
Location:	- In Person : CCE, Avenue d’Auderghem 18-20, 1040 Brussels, Belgium – Room 6
- Online: ONLY for attendees based outside Brussels

This launch event is part of ERCST’s broader project on the EU ETS Review, which began in February and continues throughout the ongoing legislative process. During this event ERCST launches two papers on how the EU ETS can create flexibility by accommodating removals and credits as it moves towards net zero: one on the integration of carbon dioxide removals (CDR) into the EU ETS, and one on international credits.
 The Commission's proposal sets aside 250 million allowances for the procurement of permanent carbon removal units, while the European Parliament's position has introduced important departures from the Commission text. With the co-legislators now shaping the final framework, key design choices on CDR integration are being settled. At the same time, the linking of the EU ETS and UK ETS is becoming increasingly relevant, making the UK's approach to CDR integration both a reference point and a matter of practical compatibility between the two markets.
The Commission's proposal also reintroduces international credits into the EU ETS, indirectly: from 2036, a Commission facility would use the revenues from auctioning up to 260 million allowances to purchase high-quality international credits, with the post-2035 cap trajectory depending on their availability. The report 5 examines the eligibility of these credits, the timing and sequencing of their introduction, and how their procurement should be governed and financed.
The launch event will present the findings of both papers, followed by a discussion with policymakers and stakeholders.

9:30	Welcome and introduction
· Andrei Marcu, ERCST

9:40		Presentation – Report 4: Integration of Carbon Removals into the EU ETS
· Helen Bevernage, ERCST
9:50		Presentation – Report 5: Integration of International Credits into the EU ETS
· Alexandra Maratou, ERCST
· Elizabeth Lesaulnier, ERCST

10:00	Opening remarks
· Ruben Vermeeren, DG CLIMA
10:10	Panel interventions
· Martin Hession, Government of Ireland, Department of Climate, Energy and Environment
· Aurora D’Aprile, IETA
· Fabiola De Simone, Carbon Market Watch
· Pascal Siegwart, TotalEnergies
· Behnam Lot, CCSA
· Robert Jeszke, KOBiZE 

10:45		 Discussion 
12:00	End of meeting
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