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International Townhall: 
CBAM in an International Context
Border Carbon Adjustment in the EU

Date: June 23, 2026
Time: 14:30-16:30 CEST
Location: Online

With the EU CBAM now in its definitive phase, this second report under the Border Carbon Adjustments in the EU – Phase VII workstream examines its international implications, placing the mechanism within an evolving landscape of third-country responses, emerging carbon pricing systems, and growing discussions on interoperability and cooperation.
The report will analyse how the EU framework interacts with international partners and the broader landscape it is helping to shape, examines emerging responses, and will consider avenues for cooperation. It will conclude with recommendations for the CBAM’s effective integration in this evolving context.
Following an initial stakeholder consultation, this public Townhall explores specific topics of the paper in greater depth across two sessions. The first addresses the EU’s internal dimension – the assessment of effective carbon prices paid in third countries, the Article 9 Implementing Act, the treatment of carbon credits, and Article 2(12) of the CBAM Regulation. The second turns to the external dimension: WTO compatibility, recent developments in the trade-and-environment debate, and prospects for international cooperation and interoperability between carbon pricing systems.

14:30                  Welcome and presentations
· Andrei Marcu, ERCST
· Michael Mehling, ERCST
· Aaron Cosbey, ERCST
14:40	Opening remarks
· Vicente Hurtado Roa, DG TAXUD
14:50	The EU’s internal dimension
This session will examine the design and implementation choices that shape how CBAM operates within the EU framework. Discussions will focus on:
- the Implementing Act under Article 9
- the assessment of effective carbon prices paid in third countries, including domestic carbon taxes and levies 
- the treatment of carbon credits
- the practical implications of Article 2(12) of the CBAM Regulation

· Ely Sandler, Harvard Kennedy School 	
· Rooshi Patel, HM Treasury, United Kingdom 

15:40	The EU and the international context
This session will turn to how CBAM interacts with the wider international trade and climate architecture, drawing on perspective from key trading partners. Speakers will address:
- WTO compatibility and the recent discussions held at the Committee on Trade and Environment
- prospects for international cooperation and interoperability between carbon pricing systems.

· Toshiyuki Sakamoto, Institute of Energy Economics, Japan
· Sharlin Hemraj, National Treasury of South Africa

16:30	End of meeting
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