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Going beyond … 
ERCST & SITRA
Ilkka Räsänen Environmental Director
City of Lappeenranta
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City of 
Lappeenranta

• Area 1,724 km², 
• of which water areas 290 km²

• Natural conditions:
• Lake Saimaa
• Sand Ridge Areas
• A diverse nature area
• Nature protection and 

Natura sites
• Recreational sites

• Part of the Fennoscandian
Green Belt - Border Nature
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Previous Climate Commitments
Lappeenranta Climate Program 
2009 – 2020 - 30 % CO2 ekv from 1990 to 2020

HINKU (Carbon Neutral Municipalities) target – 80 % from 2007 to 
2030

SITRA Resource Efficiency Road Map – 100 % to 2050

City strategy 2017: - 50 % to 2021 
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CO2 Emissions decline - 46 % (1990-2017)
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New Climate Plan to Year 2030
Why a new Climate Plan?

Ambition
Detailed Action Plan
Covenant of Mayors agreement

Green city creates green jobs
LUT University is a Trailblazer in 
energy sector
Green Energy Showroom
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What will the climate program include?
• Main targets for

• GHG Emission decrease target (80%)
• Target for Carbon Sinks and 

Compensations (20%)
• Sections

• Energy system
• Traffic and Sustainable Mobility
• City Urban Planning
• City Procurement Policy
• Buildings and Construction
• Sustainable Consumption
• Risks and Adaptation measures
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Challenges
• A city climate program is a huge package.

– Lot of topics
– Lot of different stakeholders
– How to communicate with all interest groups?

• Action plan leakage
– We are still missing CO2 ton reductions

• Commitment of stakeholders
– Citizens
– SME:s

• The Follow up
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City of Lappeenranta is committed
• City is a member in following

networks
• ICLEI (global)
• Covenant of Mayors for 

Climate and Energy (global)
• FISU (finnish)
• HINKU (finnish)
• Ilmastokunnat (finnish)

• City has committed to 
achieve ambitious climate
and circular economy targets

Hanna Holopainen, Deputy Chairman of 
the City Council, MP, sharing 
climate action experience of 
Lappeenranta at the Climate 
Conference in Madrid on 9 December 
2019 at the Covenant of Mayors event.
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More information on 
www.greenreality.fi

Thank you!                     @GreenrealityLPR

http://www.greenreality.fi/
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